the amount of compound extracted from feathers with an alcohol solvent, which, we expect, could relate more directly to the experience of parasites on feather surfaces�� Regarding methods, it is important to point out that primitive field conditions in the outer Aleutian Islands allowed feathers to be stored inside sealed vials in the dark at cool temperatures (0-11°C) but prevented Hagelin et al�� (2003) from freezing samples to −80°C until weeks after collection�� However, the chemical results we obtained were remarkably similar to those from captive birds, which were frozen within minutes of collection (see table 1 (2003)�� These new data indicate that the movement of a generalist tick of birds and mammals (Amblyomma americanum) was impaired at odorant concentrations that were equivalent to or less than average plumage concentrations of adult Crested Auklets (Douglas 2008a, b)�� We agree that the results are interesting, in that they also suggest that some tests used to assess chemical defense against auklet ticks (Ixodes uriae; Douglas et al�� 2004) fell within ecologically realistic values�� Crested Auklets exhibit a diverse ectoparasite fauna, as do related auklet species�� Future tests of both ticks and lice that naturally occur on auklets promise to reveal comparative evidence as to whether a chemical "arms race" has occurred�� One would predict, for example, that parasites occurring on Crested Auklets would be more resistant to chemical concentrations reported in Douglas (2008b) than those from more distantly related auklet species�� Douglas (2008b) and Hagelin et al�� (2003) used different methods to quantify odor compounds, which we hesitate to compare without direct tests�� Hagelin et al�� (2003) examined the volatile components of feather samples and reported only those compounds that exhibited significant seasonal patterns�� Our aim was to characterize the odor environment that birds experience when engaged in "ruff-sniff" displays�� Douglas (2008b) measured
